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Since my last report January 2008, EQuiP has undertaken that following activities:

Executive meeting in Switzerland April 2008:

The Executive was invited to spend a extended weekend in Switzerland by EQuiP member dr. Andre Dahinden. The time was spent preparing the coming 3 year period by discussing structure and strategy of EQuiP.

Participants were: Joachim Szecsenyi, Germany (president), Tina Eriksson, Denmark (president-elect), Janko Kersnik, Slovenia (hon Secretary), Andrée Rochfort, Ireland (hon Treasurer), Marianne Samuelson, France and Kees in’t Veld, Netherlands (members at large).

The ideas developed were presented to EQuiP members at the: 

Bergen closed EQuiP meeting May 22-24, 2008:

The issues and obligations worked on at the meeting comprised:

· Presentation of ideas and projects by the Norwegian hosts Subjects were – among others;

· Humanitarian and political values in general practice. 
· NOCLUS, a Scandinavian Lab quality project/system.

· Teaching of QI to students at universities in Norway.

· Statistical process control.

· The relation between EQuiP and organisations that work to implement and maintain European tools for QI, developed in collaboration with EQuiP, e.g. EPA (European Practice Accreditation), EUROPEP (a tool to investigate patient satisfaction) and the International Maturity Matrix (a tool to self evaluation and improvement of organisational communication and quality). Professor Michel Wensing from NIVEL in the Nederlands was invited to give present the views of the EPA-Topas organisation. Initial steps were made to develop formal ways to solve possible conflicts of interest in the future – and the collaboration will continue. 
· EQuiP worked on constitution draft and strategy documents to be elected on in next closed meeting November 2008.
· EQuiP groups worked on their specific topics being:

· Doctors health

· Quality indicators

· Dealing with insecurity

· Suggested topics for future working groups were proposed

· Teaching QI

· Sustaining QI

· “From research to practice”
· Preparing EQuiP workshops, posters and booth for the Wonca-Europe conference Istanbul, September 2008.
Summer schools
This year a summer school on research in quality will take place end of August in Nijmegen. September 26-30, 2009, summer school will take place in Heidelberg. The summer schools aim at young researchers, interested in doing research on QI.  The research summer school is a joint effort of EPA-Topas and EQuiP.

EQuiP will re-examine the possibility to start up a summer school on QI for GPs and others with interest in the practical QI work.
Meetings and conferences:

EQuiP organises twice a year closed meetings between national representatives, and every second year an open invitational conference. 
Next closed meetings will be held in Bukarest, Romania November 2008 and in Israel, May 2009

Next invitational conference will be held in Athens, November 2009. 
Collaboration with other WONCA-organisations
Steps to meet the following aims will be taken at the Istanbul conference:

 • Closer collaboration will be developed between EQuiP and Vasco de Gama movement by inviting an observer to closed meeting, and/or by taking part VdG / WONCA pre conferences.

• Strengthening collaboration with EURACT and EGPRN on matters related to QI matters.
• Investigating the opportunities of collaborations between EQuiP, EURACT and EGPRN concerning domain names and content.

More information available on EQuiP website http://www.equip.ch
