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Since the WONCA Europe 2008 Conference in Paris, where our last General meeting took place, EURACT has held two Council meetings – October 3-7 in Gavle (Sweden), and May 7-11 in Mosta (Malta).  Both meetings were brilliantly organised by our local national representatives and supporting organisations. They were very productive and contributed significantly to our progress in ongoing activities as well as our new big project –“Performance Agenda of General Practice/Family Medicine”. This project is a consequent step of implementation of European Definition of General Practice/Family Medicine and EURACT Educational Agenda, as it aims to look into the actual performance of European General Practitioners/Family Doctors. Another important task we are working on is the registration of EURACT as a legal body; this was discussed during the EURACT General meeting in Paris, and will be approved by the Council during the next meeting in October in Cyprus. During both previous meetings we also had joint Conferences with local GPs, which we believe stimulates institutional and personal collaboration and provides the possibility for sharing experiences and achievements. 
EURACT continues its usual activities during WONCA Europe conferences by submitting workshops and presentations on educational topics, and this will also be the case during the Conference in Istanbul. 

Successful implementation of the previous “Training the trainers courses” in Europe, with the outcome of more than a thousand GPs trained around Europe, from Iceland (international course organised in May 2008) to Kazakhstan (local course in April 2008). This has now generated strong interest outside Europe as well. Following successful collaboration and participation of trainers from WONCA Ibero-Americana region, we are currently discussing the possibility of running the course in another WONCA region – Middle East-South Asia. A number of countries have expressed interest in hosting the course, and currently we are exploring the possibilities for this future collaboration. 

A second EURACT course, has been developed, based on the same strategy and structure. The “Assessment in General Practice” course was started in 2007 in Zakopane  (Poland), with the support of Polish College of General Practitioners and organised by EURACT representative Professor Adam Windak and former EURACT President professor Justin Allen.   The next Assessment course will be run in Rome, November 2008. Trainers from throughout Europe who are interested in workplace based assessment are very welcome to join thee course, and more information is on our website www.euract.org. EURACT also is continuing its strategy of supporting participation by doctors from lower income countries by providing a number of sponsored places. 
As the success of the previous activities generated increasing interest in the “Training the trainers courses”, a new “Training the trainers advanced course” is under development and will be piloted before the next Council meeting in Cyprus. Based on the requests of the participants, topics such as problem trainees, teaching from the consultation and small group facilitation will be explored there. The first international course is expected to be held in 2009. 
EURACT members continue their activities and collaboration in WONCA Working Party on Education, chaired by Prof. Michael Kidd (Australia). 

EURACT is continuing discussion with EGPRN about the possibility of a joint EGPRN-EURACT meeting in 2010. 

Egle Zebiene, President of EURACT, was invited to represent WONCA in the WHO Ministerial Conference in Tallinn (Estonia), 25-27 June, 2008. The endpoint of the Conference was signing the WHO Tallinn Charter: Health systems for Health and Wealth.  This document concluded the long term efforts of the WHO European region, and is considered to become an important milestone for future development of health care systems within European region and beyond. More information and keynote speeches may be found on the Conference website   http://www.euro.who.int/healthsystems2008
Future EURACT Council meetings
Autumn meeting 2008 

Larnaca, Cyprus, 8-11 October 
Spring meeting 2009, 
Sankt Petersburg, 24-29 April,
Autumn meeting 2009, 
Germany, 9-11 October 
Future EURACT activities 
· Bled course (under EURACT patronage)..

· EURACT Assessment in General Practice course 24-27 November, 2008
· EURACT Training the trainers course in Oman, January 2009
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Egle Zebiene, 

EURACT President
President: Dr. Egle Zebiene, Seskines Clinic, Seskines 24, 07156 Vilnius, Lithuania
Phone/fax 37052 46 85 69, e-mail: egzeb@smc.lt
Honorary Secretary: Dr. Roar Maagaard, Plantagen 22, DK-8541 Skoedstrup, Denmark

Phone +458699 1655/+458699 3929, fax +458699 3588, e-mail: roarmaag@post7.tele.dk
Honorary Treasurer: Dr. Okay Basak, Adnan Menderes Univ. School of Med. (Tip Fakultesi), Dept of Family Practice, 09100 Aydin, Turkey. Phone 90 256 2121850, fax 90 256 2120146, e-mail: obasak@superonline.com
Admin. Secretary: Barbara Toplek, Institute for development of Family Medicine, Poljanski nasip 58, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia   Tel: +386 1 43 86 913, Fax: + 386 1 43 86 910, e-mail: barbara.toplek@mf.uni-lj.si 
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