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Honorary Secretary: Bjgrn Gjelsvik

Minutes from Wonca Europe Executive Committee Meeting

February 1 — 3, 2002, Trondheim, Norway

Present

President Dr Philip Evans

Vice President Professor Igor Svab
Hon. Treasurer Dr Vaclav Benes

Hon Secretary Dr Bjgrn Gjelsvik
EURACT Dr Justin Allen

EQuiP Dr Luis Pisco

EGPRW Professor Christos Lionis
Secretariat Ms Helene Flottorp

Christos Lionis and Vaclav Benes left the meeting after item 17.
1. Welcome by President

Philip Evans opened the meeting. He expressed a special welcome to the new Secretary, Helene
Flottorp, and the establishment of the new Secretariat in Trondheim.

2. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved.
3. Approval of Minutes of last meeting in Bury St Edmunds, September 2001
The Minutes were approved.
4. Matters arising from the minutes
a) The question of the links between representatives to network organisations and national colleges
(minutes of council 9 May 2001 item 7).
It was decided not to put the question on the agenda in London.
b) Conference scholarships. Paper on table (L. Pisco): A possibility of funding could be a
proportion of the surplus. l.e. 5% — in addition to the levy?
Conclusion:
Funding of Conference scholarships is the responsibility of the conference organiser. The number
of free applicants should be negotiated with the Executive Committee.
Congress fee

The Executive should review the question of congress fee on the London meeting. Congress fee
should be part of the bidding process.
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The Executive discussed the purpose of European congresses and success criteria. The question
of arranging the conference on a fixed place was raised, but most felt that this would be a major
change and the eventual economic gain would not compensate for the loss in influence it will have
to arrange the conferences in different parts of Europe.

Decision: The item should be put on the agenda for next meeting.
Discussion paper: The President.

Item:
8 Research policy for GPs in Europe. The President informed that Chris van Weel
plans an invitational Conference in Canada next year.
12 The President officially to thank the HOC for Tampere 2001. Done.

13 The President to ask WW about their involvement in Slovenia 2003.
Igor Svab informed: No further action should be taken by the Executive.

16 Full submission for the Conference. WW to be asked for agreement in levy and
whether it should be a joint conference

20 New Dutch award. For orientation.

26 Video Conferences. Igor Svab will contact Alfred Low, copy to M. Kidd.

To be put on the agenda for next Executive Meeting.

5. President’s report

From World Wonca meeting, Singapore:

o Wonca website is up. Secretariat should send information to the website. Wes Fabb is liason
person.

e Guidebook is finished (Mark Rivo) Copies to Executive Committee members.

e South America is now an official part of Wonca.

¢ New Region in Central Asia? Should be decided by the countries themselves. Most of the
countries belong to Europe.
Decision: WW should not take decisions on the behalf of the national organisations re. this
question.

o New member: Cyprus.

e Strategic targets for WW: paper to follow

Other items:

e Attended meeting in Austria.

e Invited to several national conferences and meetings.

e EQuIiP problem in London solved.

¢ WW want to take a levy on every Regional Conference. President will circulate the Minutes

from Singapore for comments of the Executive Committee.

6. Honorary Treasurer’s Report
The report for 2001 was presented.
Items discussed:
a. Some societies pay too late. No paying will mean no voting rights at the Council Meetings.
World Wonca has the responsibility for checking the accounts and reimburse the regions.
Decision: When we send out papers for Council Meeting, we should remind the societies to
pay their dues.

b. Transfer of account to Trondheim: There will be 2 accounts in Fokus Bank, a working
account and the rest in a reserve fund with about 6% interest.
Decision: We still negotiate on the conditions.

c. SIMG fund: arrangement will be taken to transfer the account to WE/ESGP before London
meeting.
Responsible: The President/Honorary Treasurer.

d. Reduction of fees: Romania, Ukraine.
Decision: We follow WW regulation.

7. Core Content Conference, Noordwijk, Holland 1-3 March 2002
The President reported that at the moment 35 persons have signed up, it can be
estimated that 50-60 persons will attend the conference. Anticipated numbers was 90-100, so the

Address Location Tel. +47 73 59 88 76 Page 2 of 5
Medisinsk teknisk forskningssenter Hakon Jarls g. 12 Fax +47 73597577 Minutes Trondheim February approved.rtf
N-7489 Trondheim Undervisningsbygget Org. no. NO 974 767 880

Norway



July 8, 2002
Approved version
local organiser faces the possibility of economic loss. The Dutch College has therefore asked for grants
to cover this. Philip Evans has granted up to 7000 Euro. The question of such a guarantee was
discussed.

Decision: The Executive accepts to cover the proposed loss, up to 7000 Euro, but will ask for more
details about the expenditures and agreements with the conference organiser. For future co-
arrangements with national organisations more detailed agreements are necessary to avoid
unexpected costs.

Action: The President.

Regarding the conference documents and structure of the conference:

a) Responses from national societies and networks are collected and reviewed by the original
authors, and proposed alterations put into the text.

b) New documents are distributed at the conference, and presented at the beginning. Comments:
What has been proposed, what has been taken in, what has been let out.

c) Group discussion

d) Plenary.

Group discussion: It was decided that the groups should have equal opportunity to discuss both
documents, but that the editorial group should formulate “key questions” in advance — i.e. questions
they feel it is important to evaluate in the discussion.

Publication: The documents should be presented in a well-renowned international Journal for GP’s. We
should work out different ways of presenting the names and the contribution of the societies, Wonca
Europe and the networks.

Responsible: The President. Next meeting.

Publishing costs: The documents should be printed in a small leaflet from the Wonca Europe.
Alternative costs should be checked out.

Responsible: Justin Allen. Next meeting.

8. Reports of the network organisations

Reports from EGPRW, EURACT and EQuiP were submitted on table.

The executive discussed various methods to strengthen the relationship between the networks and

the society, between the networks and between the networks and the national societies:

1. Executive could ask the networks to work out questions and papers

2. Networks could report on their work to the other networks.
Responsible: Executive Committee Members.

3. Links between networks and between networks and national organisations as a theme on the
open meeting in London? It was felt that such a discussion needed further preparations.

The Executive Committee wants to review the situation in one year.

EUROPREV: Letter for financing. EUROPREV seems to have misinterpreted our earlier answer
regarding EUROPREV’s status and finance.
Decision: The President will answer.

EURIPA: No further information.

9. European Journal of General Practice
The President reported from a recent meeting with Mediselect.

10. Future Conferences
a. London. Updating.
Hippocrates Award: President reported: Letter from Hippocrates Verlag via M. Boland.
Decision: Wonca Europe finds the conditions unsatisfactory, and the Hippokrates Award will be
stopped.
The possibility of a new award should be outlined.
Paper in June: President/Honorary Secretary.

Open meeting: Tuesday afternoon. Theme: Implementation of the core content documents.
President: getting it into the program.

Gift to RCGP: Proposal from President. Discussion. Justin Allen made clear his conflict of
interest. The Executive felt that the 50.th Anniversary of RCGP is a special occasion, the
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society being the oldest in Europe and probably the most influential, and that the London
Conference is a great opportunity also for Wonca Europe.
Decision: The Executive asked the President to go ahead with the project.

Letter from Mark Rivo: Guide Project — should we be involved? We regard it is too early in
London. We suggest a small scale meeting in collaboration with WHO Europe.
The President will answer Mark Rivo.

=

Ljubljana 2003. Report from Igor Svab. The executive wants concrete input from WW, re.
Tobacco Cessation Programme.

Amsterdam 2004. Christos Lionis liason person. Report in September meeting.

Athens 2005: Liason Person: Philip Evans. Report in September meeting.

Florence 2006: Philip Evans reported.

Bid for 2007: Letter to National Societies.

g. 2008: Letter from France: Paris proposed. President answers. Bidding process next year.

~oao

11. Reasons for holding 2 council meetings in 2004
Proposal from Igor Svab.
Decision: We will hold the Ordinary Council meeting in Orlando, included elections. We plan to hold
an extraordinary council meeting in Amsterdam, to prepare elections and secure representativity.

11. Proposal of the Finnish College re change in by-laws
It was noted that the proposal was only signed by the Finnish College and not signed by
the other Nordic colleges leaders.
In the discussion, it was pointed out that the relationship between the networks and Wonca Europe
is the key question in the proposal. The Executive did not want to change this relationship at the
moment.
Descision: The proposal is to be sent to the societies for comments before the London meeting. It
should be followed by a comment from the Executive.
Draft: The President.

12. European matters
The President made a short orientation on the matter.
Christina Fabian from Sweden is the new leader of UEMO. WE and UEMO should make common
efforts to influence the EU — commission and Parliament.
No decision taken.

15. Special Project Fund
4 applicants were tabled.
Decision: Egle Zebiene: Study of patient’s expectations and outcomes of doctor-patient
interactions: 5000 Euro granted.

16. Ten targets strategy
Discussion paper of Igor Svab and Christos Lionis.
Decision: Proposal should be revised by Christos Lionis, (questionnary.)
To be on the Agenda for Next Executive Committee meeting.

17. Sponsorship issue on national level
Justin Allen will prepare a discussion paper before the next Executive Committee
Meeting.

18. Collaborative relations
a. European Association for Communication in Healthcare. We will ask Mr. Kallerup for more
details.
Responsible: Honorary Secretary.

b. European Primary Care Diabetes Group. We will send them a letter to offer collaboration.
Responsible: Honorary Secretary.

c. European Cardiovascular Disease Prevention Network. We want a brief paper on
relationship with other organisations.
Responsible: The President.
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19. Next meetings

a.

London 9 — 13 June 2002

9 June 9.00 am - 12.00: Ec-meeting

9 June 12.15pm — 1.45pm Lunch with European Council
9 June 2.00 pm —4.30 pm Council meeting

12 June afternoon Ec-meeting

Crete 20.-22. September 2002

20 September 6.00-8.00 pm: Ec-meeting
21 September Ec-meeting
22 September 9.00 am-12.00 Ec-meeting

20. Any other business

a. Tobacco Cessation Programme. Wonca Europe supports it.
Responsible answer letter: The President.
b. Second World Congress on Men’s Health, Vienna October 02. Invitational letter. Igor Svab
will represent Wonca Europe.
c. European Forum on Men'’s Health. Letter for orientation. We ask for more details.
Action: The President.
d. EU Geriatric Society. For information. No decision taken.
e. Letter from Semipalatinsk. Answer letter: Hon. Secretary.
Responsible: Honorary Secretary.
f. Letter from Yugoslavia. Orientation: Igor Svab. He will go to Belgrade and have a meeting.
g. PGE. Exchange Program. We connect them to Kallestrup’s project. Responsible: Honorary
Secretary.
h. Letter from Bulgaria. Responsibility to answer: Honorary Secretary.
i. Wonca Europe Leaflet. It needs to be updated.
Helene Flottorp sends an email with short term. Ready in June.
j- Justin Allen: We need to revise the 10 targets. Should be addressed in autumn.
k. Next meetings. If needed, we could have a meeting in a country that wants some
assistance.
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