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Pre-conference Meeting for GP/FM Trainees and Young Doctors
in WONCA Europe Regional Conference 

Kos – 2nd and 3rd of September, 2005
Dear Colleagues,

You have been informed by the Kos WONCA Europe Conference Host Organizing Committee about the pre-conference meeting for young and future general practitioners. Letters have been sent to you by the HOC.

This letter was written in good collaboration with Athanasios Simeonidis, member of the scientific committee, and Dimitris Karanasios, the liaison person in our core group to the HOC. We will provide you updated information on the state of affairs and about our organization. On behalf of our organization we will repeat the request to delegate two young representatives of your college to the conference.
During the WONCA Europe Regional conference in Amsterdam 2004, trainees from twelve European countries have met in a pre-conference meeting. During two days they discussed in groups relevant themes collected from the document; “The European Definition of General Practice”.  They recognized a strong need for a working together on a European level, and they decided to strive after a European network structure for young and future GP’s. A core group was installed to realize these plans.

At the WONCA World Conference in Orlando, members of this Junior Doctor core group, met members of the Greek WONCA HOC. They decided to work together to arrange another Junior Doctor Project and a pre-conference meeting at the WONCA Europe Regional Conference in Kos. EURACT is involved and committed to this project. EURACT council members will act as group facilitators in the pre-conference meeting, like they have been doing in Amsterdam. 

Thanks to the hospitality of the Portuguese Association of GP/FM, we could hold a meeting of our core group in Lisbon, the last weekend of January. Representatives of the Greek HOC and of EURACT were with us at this meeting. We selected two topics for the pre-conference: The Educational Agenda and Recruitment Issues in the profession. 

Further we discussed the aims and objectives of our organization. We worked this out in a Statement of Intent.  We decided that the provisional name of our organization should be: The Vasco da Gama Movement. (Like Vasco da Gama the group was setting out on a journey of discovery and developing ideas.)
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Another meeting of the Vasco da Gama Movement took place in Maastricht, The Netherlands, the weekend of 26th -29th of May. This meeting was supported by the Dutch SBOH. We worked out in detail the content of the pre-conference in Kos. We concentrated on further projects for the future, which will fit in the aims and objectives of our movement. We formulated plans for exchange projects and master classes for young and future GP’s in the future.

We have planned a general assembly meeting in Kos for the delegates of the participating countries. In this meeting we will present our plans and discuss them with the delegates of all the European countries. We hope to meet the needs for a pan European network organization, getting on board as much countries as possible. 

Until now we received the promise for participation from eleven countries.  Some colleges are prepared to send delegates to this pre-conference meeting, but are hindered by budgetary problems. We will make an inquiry if there are possibilities to meet this problem. 

In the coming weeks we will provide further information to the pre-conference delegates, and they will be invited to share Internet communication with us. 

In the attachments we will provide you with relevant detailed information: about the Vasco da Gama Movement; about the pre-conference in Kos and the way to register. We courteous invite you to pass this information to potential delegates of your country, using the customary ways of distribution. We will follow up this letter with telephone contacts to offer you our help and support in recruiting participants for the conference. We will do our utmost to make the pre-conference and the general assembly a success and we hope that you will help us in our endeavors.

With kind regards and sincerely yours,
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João Sequeira Carlos





Hendrik Teunissen

         (joao.carlos@netcabo.pt) 



(erikteunissen2003@yahoo.com) 

(On behalf of the Vasco da Gama Movement)
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