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WHAT'S IN A NAME?  "Wonca" Explained
Wonca is an unusual, yet convenient acronym comprising the first five initials of the World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and Academic Associations of General Practitioners/Family Physicians.  Wonca’s short name is World Organization of Family Doctors. 

Constitution of Wonca 

Wonca is made up of national colleges, academies or organizations concerned with the academic aspects of general family practice. Beginning with 18 members in 1972, there are now 105 member organizations in 88 countries. This includes nine organizations in collaborative relations with Wonca.  In all, the total membership of the member organizations of Wonca is some 200,000 general practitioners/family physicians.  

Wonca represents and acts as an advocate for its constituent members at an international level where it interacts with world bodies such as the World Health Organization. 

What is Wonca’s mission? 
The mission of Wonca is to improve the quality of life of the peoples of the world through defining and promoting its values, and by fostering and maintaining high standards of care in general practice/family medicine by promoting personal, comprehensive and continuing care for the individual in the context of the family and the community, encouraging and supporting the development of academic organizations of general practitioners/family physicians, providing a forum for exchange of knowledge and information between member organizations of general practitioners/family physicians, and representing the educational, research and service provision activities of general practitioners/family physicians before other world organizations and forums concerned with health and medical care.

Who runs Wonca? 

A Council comprising the representatives of member organizations and the officers of Wonca governs Wonca. It meets every three years at the time of Wonca world conferences. A small Executive Committee meets yearly to conduct the business of the organization between Council meetings. The members of Executive include the World President, President Elect, Immediate Past President, Regional Presidents from each of the six  Wonca regions: Africa, America, Asia Pacific, Europe, Middle East South Asia, and Iberoamericana-CIMF, and three Members at Large. The secretariat is located in Singapore since 1 May 2001. 

What does Wonca do? 

There are many ways in which Wonca has impact on the world of general practice/family medicine. 

World Council, regions, committees and working groups 

Wonca has impact through its World Council and its Regional Councils in the six regions.  It has committees on membership, finance, bylaws, publications and communications, and working groups on the classification of problems encountered in general family practice, rural practice, quality assurance, informatics, the environment, communications and publications, research, health behaviour change, tobacco cessation, women and family medicine and respiratory diseases. There are special interest groups on ethical issues in general practice, neuropsychiatry and neurology, travel medicine, and men’s health.  These groups comprise hundreds of family doctors who meet three yearly, sometimes more often, and in between work by correspondence. Over the years they have carried out groundbreaking studies and research, and have produced a variety of important publications. 

Relations with Other Bodies 

Wonca has official relations with the World Health Organization as a non-governmental organization. In 1994, Wonca and WHO conducted a conjoint strategic action forum in Canada to discuss the theme Making medical practice and education more relevant to people's needs: the contribution of the family doctor. A report on this subject and a Progress Report have been published.  Wonca is currently engaged in a number of collaborative projects with the World Health Organization.  

World and Regional Conferences

Wonca conducts three yearly world conferences, which attract large participation.  Over 4,000 family doctors attended the 1998 world conference in Dublin, Ireland.  Over 2000 attended the 2001 world conference in Durban, South Africa.  The 2004 world conference in Orlando, USA, was hosted by the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) and held in conjunction with the AAFP’s Annual Scientific Assembly. It had a combined attendance of 20,500 people.

The 2007 Wonca World Conference will held in Singapore and the 2010 World Conference will be held in Mexico.  These are major occasions for family doctors to present papers, discuss issues and enhance their professional networks.  Regional conferences have been held for many years.  In 2000 regional conferences were held in Christchurch, New Zealand and Vienna, Austria and in Tampere, Finland in 2001.  In 2002, regional conferences were held in London, UK, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Colombia, Sri Lanka.  In 2003, 

regional conferences were held in Ljubljana, Slovenia and Beijing, China.  In June 2004, the European regional conference was held in Amsterdam, Netherlands. Future regional conferences will be held in Kos, Greece and Kyoto, Japan in 2005; Florence, Italy and Bangkok, Thailand in 2006; Australia in 2008; and Hong Kong in 2009.

Publications 

2002, Improving Health Systems: the Contribution of Family Medicine – A Guidebook.  This is a joint collaboration with WHO

2003 Wonca Dictionary of General/Family Practice
Wonca News, six times a year.

Wonca Website      www.GlobalFamilyDoctor.com
The website contains useful information on Wonca, working groups, membership, excellent interactive education, conferences, publications, research, internet resources and the Wonca shop.

Individuals can join Wonca – Direct membership

Since Wonca first began, there were family doctors that expressed a desire to belong to Wonca individually, although they were already indirect members through their national college or academy. So the category of direct membership was created, which enables individual family doctors to associate directly with Wonca. There are now some 1,900 direct members in 84 countries.

Family doctors may become direct members by paying a modest subscription
.  Direct Members receive an attractive Certificate of Membership suitable for framing and six issues yearly of Wonca’s Newsletter, WoncaNews, a Wonca Directory, and a lapel pin. Direct Members can purchase specially designed Wonca silk ties, silk scarves and cufflinks & tie pin set at a discounted price.  Also, they enjoy reduced registration fees at Wonca conferences and reduced subscriptions to publications, eg, Family Practice: an international journal, published by Oxford University Press, is available to direct members at up to 70% discount. 

The Wonca Directory of direct members is published annually. It has proved to be a great source of information about family doctors around the world, their special interests, and how to contact them. This rapidly growing international network has become a strong interactive fellowship of doctors with a common interest in general practice/family medicine and all its variants. 

The Future 

Wonca’s global plan to the end of this century is to further its prime objective of improving the health of the peoples of the world, through fostering and maintaining high standards of care in general practice/ family medicine. Wonca recognizes though that many developing nations cannot afford a full complement of well-trained family physicians. However, all nations can afford to adopt the concept of family medicine for all its primary health care workers. By so doing, the quality of health care can be improved substantially. 

In particular, Wonca wishes to encourage and support the development of academic organizations of general practitioners/family physicians. Wonca has made steady progress in this regard since its inception in 1972, but this has accelerated in the last few years.  The number of member organizations of Wonca has increased steadily.  In June 2002, Wonca’s 6th and newest region, Wonca Iberoamericana –CIMF, was created, consisting of 11 countries from Latin America, thereby extending further this world-wide network of general practitioners/ family physicians committed to the central role of general family practice in health care systems and the advancement of the discipline of family medicine. 

When all that is planned by Wonca is added to that which has been accomplished already, continuing improvement of the health of the peoples of the world, Wonca’s prime mission, can be anticipated in the years ahead. 

Dr Alfred WT Loh, Chief Executive Officer, Wonca

For more information, contact the Wonca Secretariat or Wonca’s Website : www.GlobalFamilyDoctor.com

 World Organization of Family Doctors (Wonca), #01-02 College of Medicine Building,

16 College Road, Singapore 169854.

Tel: (+65) 6224 2886      Fax: (+65) 6324 2029    Email: admin@wonca.com.sg
�  Non-refundable Joining Fee US$40 for all categories, plus: subscription for members from Europe US$60 p/yr or US$150 for 3 yrs. Members from Asia Pacific US$50 for 1 yr, or US$140 for 3 yrs. Members from the  rest of the world, US$25 p/yr. Developing countries US$60 for 3 years. 
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