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WONCA Europe Council Meeting Istanbul 2015, Thursday, 22nd October
8.30 – 14.45, Lale Hall, Halic Congress Center
Agenda Topic Template

AGENDA TOPIC: 
SUBMITTER: JOSE MIGUEL BUENO ORTIZ.  Spanish Society of Family and Community Medicine (semFYC) international Officer.
Type of Item (Bold/Underline the Type): 
Information
   Discussion
   Motion
Time requested (for presentation and discussion): 5 minutes
INTRODUCTION: Most of the members of the WONCA Europe family medicine societies have not English as their mother tongue and they are faced with difficulties with written and spoken English.
In our WONCA Europe Conferences English language is a barrier. Most of the foreign delegates are discouraged when they cannot follow up the presentations, workshops and plenary session easily. We have received many complaints from the Spanish delegates (who are the most), who can understand written scientific English but scarcely spoken English when pronounced by a English native speaker or by the some of the plenary speakers if they do it very fast or with complex language
RECOMMENDATION/CONCLUSION: We would like Wonca Europe council to recommend Wo Europe conference Organizing Committees to recommend its speakers (presenters) to use Easy English, which could be A2-B1 level (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment. Strasbourg: Council of Europe, 2001)
That could mean: 
a) Talking slowly,

b) Showing the speech text in its slide projection simultaneously, 

c) Offering the slides written in English translated in the most common European languages (printed, semFYC could translate them beforehand and then conference Organizing committee could print them and deliver them before the session starts)

d) Summarizing regularly

e) Avoiding idioms and complex language
Besides running some courses and workshops in Easy English (A2-B1 level) and announcing them in advance could encourage non native-English delegates to be more active in the conferences.
Chairs of the sessions should play a key role helping this recommendations to be taken into account.
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS/WEB LINKS:

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment. Strasbourg: Council of Europe, 2001 www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Source/Framework_EN.pdf
Date: 

12/10/2015
Name:
 
JOSE MIGUEL BUENO ORTIZ.


Signature: 
_____________________
Contact details: jmbuenoortiz@telefonica.net
Please complete all information and submit to WONCA Europe Secretariat: 
E-mail: SecretariatEurope@Wonca.net or Fax: +386 1 43 86 910


PAGE  
2


