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REPORT of European Network for Prevention and Health Promotion in Family Medicine and General Practice (EUROPREV) 

Mateja Bulc

The general aim of this network has been to promote evidence-based disease prevention in general practice/family medicine in Europe. It is still there, although in autumn 2012 Ljubljana meeting we created a new policy document, EUROPREV LJUBLJANA POLICY STATEMENT 2012 (attached).

To reach the policy objectives, EUROPREV had established an electronic way of answering the questions we are interested in- preventive policy of member countries, organisation of prevention and health promotion, resource persons in member countries. Leo Pas and Mateja Bulc prepared inquiries on these items, which were electronically sent to all EUROPREV member countries and elaborated electronic link for answers. Specific inquiry was sent about dealing with family violence in member countries.

Inquiry was sent also to WONCA networks: Equip and EURACT, EGPRN will be approached in May.

RESULTS

Delegates of 12 Scientific Societies provided useful and complete answers. Overview of this list shows answers from 5 longstanding members of EU, 6 more recent members (CEC), and 3 countries outside the EU. 

We obtained results from Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Ireland, Malta, FR of Macedonia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, The Netherlands and Turkey.

In addition to these respondents from in Turkey (2) and Slovenia (1) answered for a specific university setting. Two other country delegates entered the enquiry but did not respond.  Following figure provides the summary results of all but one of these countries according to scientific societies’ delegates. 

Figure : Quality assurance policies of 11 colleges for general practice/family medicine in European region of WHO  in % of countries 
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Plan of action 

· rreinforce the network of health professionals interested in various areas of health promotion and prevention;

· creation of a workforce centre for consensus on detection and management of family violence in family medicine; 

· further development of articles in patients’ perspective of prevention in family medicine;
· further investigation of pros and contras to screenings in family medicine.

Web page

The Website Editorial Board was proposed and elected in Ljubljana meeting, to maintain the website. The PRO is to co-opt members to the Website Editorial Board.

Chair: Mario R Sammut (Malta), PRO; secretary: Nina Štojs (Slovenia).

The present website was just transferred to a new server as the budget cannot finance the unforeseen expenses requested by SEMFYC. Thanks to WONCA Europe, Carl Steylaerts, Thomas Buts and our secretary Nina Štojs, a new web access was introduced: http://europrevdev.woncaeurope.org/.
On May 9th, 2013, we officially informed Semfyc, who so far took care of EUROPREV web page to close former page down and thanked for their kind assistance.
Membership

1. Individual membership should be promoted by active EUROPREV members, by direct contacts with national societies and academies of GP/FM and by other WONCA networks.  Approaching other international networks active in the field of health promotion and disease prevention was also considered (e.g. the Healthy Cities movement, International Society of Health Promotion, etc).

The individual membership fee must be reviewed according to the different incomes in European countries. Any professional working on prevention and health promotion in primary health care can be involved as a EUROPREV member.

2. Institutional membership will be offered to different national organizations such as societies and academies in general practice/ family medicine, research groups, health promotion and prevention institutes oriented towards primary health care, etc.

National representatives:

	Austria
	Dr. Franz Schramm

	 
	AUSTRIAN SOCIETY OF GENERAL PRACTICE AND FAMILY MEDICINE

	Belgium (Willebroek)
	Dr. Frans Govaerts

	 
	SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY OF FLEMISH GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Croatia
	Dr. Jasna Vucak

	 
	CROATIAN ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

	Cyprus
	Dr. Valia Markou

	 
	CYPRUS COLLEGE OF FAMILY MEDICINE

	Denmark
	Dr. John Brodersen

	
	DANISH COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Estonia (Tartu)
	Dr. Eret Jaanson / Annelli Ratsep

	 
	ESTONIAN SOCIETY OF FAMILY DOCTORS

	Finland (Oulu)
	Dr. Sirkka Keinanen-Kiukkanniemi

	 
	FINNISH COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Georgia (Tbilisi)
	Dr. Revaz Tataradze

	 
	GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY MEDICINE

	Germany
	Dr. Sabine Ludt / Dr. Achim Mortsiefer

	 
	DEGAM - GERMAN SOCIETY OF GENERAL PRACTICE

	Greece (Heraklion)
	Dr. 

 HYPERLINK "mailto:vigarmi@yahoo.gr" Vasiliki Garmiri

	 
	ELEGEIA - GREEK ASSOCIATION OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Hungary
	Dr. Péter Kotányi

	 
	HUNGARIAN COLLEGE OF FAMILY MEDICINE

	Ireland
	Dr. Mary Sheehan

	 
	IRISH COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Israel
	Dr. Hava Tabenkin / Dr. Eleizzer Kitai

	 
	ISRAEL ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

	Italy (Milan)
	Dr. Donatella Sghedoni

	 
	CSeRMEG-CENTER FOR STUDY AND RESEARCH IN GENERAL PRACTICE

	Lithuania
	Dr. Leonas Valius

	 
	COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS OF LITHUANIA

	Malta (Gzira)
	Dr. Mario R Sammut

	 
	MALTA COLLEGE OF FAMILY DOCTORS

	Norway
	Dr. Roksund Gisle

	
	NORWEGIAN COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	The Netherlands (Utrecht )
	Dr. Ton Drenthen

	 
	DUTCH COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Poland (Warsaw)
	Dr. Maciek Godycki-Cwirko

	 
	COLLEGE OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS IN POLAND

	Portugal (Oporto )
	Dr. Carlos Martins

	 
	PORTUGUESE ASSOCIATION OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Russia (St. Petesburg)
	Dr. Elena V. Frolova

	 
	ST. PETERSBURG MEDICAL ACADEMY OF POSTGRADUATE STUDIES

	Slovak Republic (Trnava)
	Dr. Eva Jurgova

	 
	SLOVAK SOCIETY OF GENERAL PRACTICE

	Slovenia (Ljubljana)
	Dr. Mateja Bulc / Dr. Jana Govc Eržen

	 
	Slovene Society of Family Medicine

	Spain (Barcelona)
	Dr. Carlos Brotons / Dr. Ramon Ciurana  

	 
	SPANISH SOCIETY OF FAMILY & COMMUNITY MEDICINE (semFYC)

	Sweden (Goteborg)
	Dr. Cecilia Björkelund

	 
	SWEDISH COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Switzerland (Orbe)
	Dr. Dominique Durrer

	 
	SWISS ASSOCIATION OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

	Turkey (Ankara)
	Dr. Süleyman Görpelioglu

	 
	TURKISH ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS


The Coordinating Group consists of the chairperson, coordinating assistant, up to three members designated by the national college where EUROPREV is located, and two members of the General Council. It meets officially at least twice a year, having several tasks:

· overseeing the network and ensuring that decisions taken by the general council are achieved,

· guaranteeing the adequate function of the organizational secretariat,

· ensuring the optimal organization of meetings and workshops and the functioning of the EUROPREV website (http://europrev.woncaeurope.org/).
Ljubljana, May 10th, 2013








Mateja Bulc, MD, PhD

Chairperson, EUROPREV

EUROPREV LJUBLJANA POLICY STATEMENT 2012

Preventive activities may seem expensive, but in the long run they provide added value to the population’s quality of life. Unnecessary prevention may also cause harm. The present financial crisis may endanger prevention and health promotion budgets in European countries. Therefore EUROPREV, during its autumn meeting held in Ljubljana on 12-13 October 2012, called for an enlargement of the EUROPREV network base and for an increase in activities between WONCA meetings. Participants discussed the mission of the network thoroughly and they proposed to strengthen the role of this European platform on prevention and health promotion. 

The following decisions aim for the development of an active policy plan, which will have to be further developed and endorsed at the 2013 Prague WONCA World meeting:

1. Individual membership should be promoted by active EUROPREV members, by direct contacts with national societies and academies of GP/FM and by other WONCA networks.  Approaching other international networks active in the field of health promotion and disease prevention was also considered (e.g. the Healthy Cities movement, International Society of Health Promotion, etc).

The individual membership fee must be reviewed according to the different incomes in European countries. Any professional working on prevention and health promotion in primary health care can be involved as a EUROPREV member.

2. Institutional membership will be offered to different national organizations such as societies and academies in general practice/ family medicine, research groups, health promotion and prevention institutes oriented towards primary health care, etc.

3. Country representation: Individual members and institutional members, who have paid their membership fees, will be able to elect every 4th year their national representatives for the General Council. National representatives meet at least annually and assist the General Council in developing an up-to-date database of country initiatives on health promotion and prevention, as well as a list of members and potential candidates for membership. They assist the Coordinating Group in recruiting paying members.

4. Working groups are to be constituted in the main areas of concern of the EUROPREV network, comprising minimally of a formal chair and a secretary. Working groups should update the network about the state-of-the-art practice, based on literature reviews and overviews of available guidance as well as on implementation policies and projects in European countries or European study groups. These groups will work independently and propose a specific working plan to the Coordinating Group and to the General Council. They may develop specific research or implementation projects and submit them to the General Council through the Coordinating Group for endorsement.

The following topics are submitted to the network to recruit actively the candidates:

A. Health promotion and prevention of smoking and hazardous alcohol use in primary care

Chair: Leo Pas (Be); secretary: Ton Drenthen (Nl); other core team members proposed: Marko Kolsek (Slovenia), Piereluigi  Struzzo (It), Maciek Godycki-Cwirko (Pol), Mario R Sammut (Malta).

This working party may e.g. collaborate with existent networks working in this field in Europe and the rest of the world:

- Wonca World Working party on health behavior change (chair: R Bothelho),

- Inebria,

- FP7 project Odinh,

- Italian and BUPA Efar project …

They will update the group on the progress of these projects and develop a proposal how EUROPREV members can be supported in this area. They may assist on behalf of EUROPREV specific projects in this area, e.g. the Crete project on guideline development on alcohol.

B. Quaternary prevention

Chair: Donatella Sghedoni (It); secretary: Carlos Martin (Por) (or vice versa), other core team members proposed: Mateja Bulc (Slovenia), Mary Sheehan (Ir)

C. Cardiovascular risk prevention

Chair: Carlos Brotons (Sp), secretary: Sirkka Keinänen Kiukaanniemi (Fin) (Mateja Bulc (Slovenia)?); core members: Dominique Durrer (Sw), Ton Drenthen (Nl), Mario R Sammut (Malta), Jasna Vučak (Cro)

D. Independent review group on mammography screening 

Chair: Mary Sheehan (Ir), secretary: Leo Pas (Be); core team members: Vasiliki Garmiri (Gre), Carlos Martins (Por)?. This independent group will advise members on a review of mammography screening. It will work in collaboration with the Danish Cochrane group, national representatives and national centres for mammography screening to develop in two years’ time a statement on the primary care view of mammography screening.

E. Colorectal cancer screening
Chair: Carlos Martins (Por), secretary: Jasna Vucak (Cro), member: Leo Pas (Be).

F. Vaccinations

Chair: Ton Drenthen (Nl); secretary Eva Jurga (Slovakia); members: Maciek Godycki-Cwirko (Pol), Donatella Sghedoni (It), Leo Pas (Be).

G. Family violence

Chair: Leo Pas (Be); secretary: Hagit (Israël) or Joyce Kenkre (UK); members Maciek Godycki-Cwirko (Pol), Mateja Bulc (Slovenia).

This working party will collaborate with the WONCA Women Working Party of Female Health and Medicine.

5. Annual meetings will be held at different locations, independently from WONCA meetings, in order to attract gradually more people to the EUROPREV network. They will be organized by a local organizer appointed two years beforehand among volunteering societies or academies. A call for abstracts will be launched around a theme of particular interest proposed by the local organizers; it should allow the local organizer to raise some local sponsorship for the hosting of the meeting.

Low cost organization is aimed for. An inscription fee may be necessary, but a reduced rate will apply to paying members. Institutional members can appoint two persons for the reduced fee. After deduction of local costs the organizers will transmit the remaining budget to the treasurer. A budget will be created to support actively contributing members. The treasurer should develop a budgetary plan for these decisions.

6. The Coordinating Group consists of the chairman, secretary, treasurer, public relations officer (PRO) and the chairs of all active working groups. They will communicate mainly via Internet facilities.

Their first task will be to assist the chair in contacting national bodies to enlarge the network, developing the policy plan, plan annual meetings and set up active working groups.

7. The Website Editorial Board is proposed to maintain the website. The present website will be transferred as soon as possible to a new server as the budget cannot finance the unforeseen expenses requested by SEMFYC. The PRO is to co-opt members to the Website Editorial Board.

Chair: Mario R Sammut (Malta), PRO; secretary: Nina Štojs (Slovenia); members: to be co-opted.


